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Lonvon, Arn tl ft, 1784. 


DAR and Reverend SIR, 


— 


/ 


LLOW me, in the name of the public, 
as well as in my own, to thank you for the 
very agrecable preſent you have fent us by the 
poſt from Staffordſhire. I have the pleaſure to- 
inform you, that nothing was ever more chearfully 
received, One party is as much edified by your 
. 5 Lees, 


—— 


— 


s : 
WR: foes ˙ eter outing rr | 


F 


N 5 


zeal, as the other is enlightened by your argu- 
ment; and all concur in general admiration of your 


oratorical talents. But though your ſpeech i is well 


kept up and equally written, I deſire to be in- 
dulged i in pointing out to you thoſe parts which 
ſtrike me as peculiarly excellent, and which have 
| been moſt ſucceſsful with the public. Modeſt _ 


merit, like yours, does the virtuous act, and re- 


. tires from the praiſe ; but the applauſe of kings | 


and miniſters is not to be ſo rejected; it is not 
| unfrequently followed by ſolid and permanent ad- 
vantages, golden prebends rich deaneries ! and 
even biſhoprics ! ! and is by no means to be put upon 
a par with the ſterile acclamations of the people, 
| who have nothing to give but fair words, which, 
as the proverb emphatically, though fontewhat | 
| rok expreſſes it, butter no N 


x: he trait of all other with which u we are moſt 
brock, as tending at once to quiet the appre- 
 henfions | 


R 
„ ) 


benſions of thoſe filly perſons who can ſuppoſe 


=: our liberties in any danger, is your aſſurance that 
we are in the full and actual poſſeſſion of that 


4 dgſideratum in govern ment, that political maximum, 
FJ which, like the phoenix, has been ſuppoſed to 
| exiſt only in imagination, « A TRULY PATRIOT 
KG.“ When objects are brought cloſe to 
the eye, the viſion becomes as indiſtinct, as when 


they are removed to a great diſtance : thus we 


Bae unfortunately deprived of the advantage of 


4 ſeeing Majeſty 1 in its true point of view by being 
4 too near, as the people of America were by being 
too far off. Staffordſhire ſeems to be the exact 
point of perſpective; and the political world will 
be as much delighted with this happy diſcovery, - 

as aſtronomers were with the firſt obſervation Wo - 
the Georgian ſtar. 


But leſ there ſhould be reftive ſpirits, not per- 
fectly ſatisfied with this doctrine of a truly patriot 
kipg, you go on to aſſure us, that if the power 
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rights of the people. nis is plain ſpeak- 


(6) 


of the crown was to be incdealed, and che power 0 
of the people diminiſhed, all this would be favour- ; 


able to liberty: or, in your own words, that | | 
<« there is much more to fear from the democratic 1 
< influence, than from the regal z and the liberty 1 
< of the people is ever as much endangered by 
< the people s encroachment on the rights of the 


crown, as by the crown's encroachment on the 


ing and much to the purpoſe ; but as there may 
be reaſoners, who will perhaps think this poſition 


proves too much (becauſe, if the liberties of the 


people would be encreaſed by being diminiſhed, 
they would be rendered greateſt of all by being 


entirely taken away) it is much to be regretted 


that you did not favour us with the arguments 


generating a concluſion ſo uſeful to the cauſe in 


' which we are engaged; and which muſt have been 


full and ſatisfactory, ſince they convinced your 


acute and logical underſtanding. 


Ah, 


_ | | Ah, Sir Thomas! Sir Thomas ! let me ſtop 


br 


dur< Z 
<Q E 
* Ca 


© here to lament that we. did not live in thoſe good 
1 . Ja, the Saturnia regna, when, as the ſong 
Y n, * loyalty had no harm in't * when churches 


| F id grand-) ury-rooms reſounded with | DIVINE 


hat 


8 


. *% E 
— 
5 . 


RIGHT, PASSIVE OBEDIEN CE, NON+RESISTANCE, and s 
many other ſuch ſound and wholeſome doctrines. 
An honeſt man was not then obliged to conceal ; 
his loyalty under a pretended regard for the raſ- 
cally people. But take courage, my good friend, 
after a long night the dawn begins to appear; and 
3 if things go on as they have begun, che friends 
1 to the good old cauſe may ſoon hold * their 
heads as high again as ever. 


But to return to your excellent Speech. — How | 
ſplendid is your imagery ! how happy your al- 
luſions! how chaſte your expreſſion | «A deluge 


« of threatened evils derived from a novel politi- 
80 : of A moalter, the ſon of a bare-faced dæmon— 


| 8 « A bill, 


—— AG Ia — — 


— — 
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4 A bill, the frft-born child of a monſter, ad- | 'M 


ſublimer parts of oratory, it is with pleaſure we 
_ obſerve that you can deſcend with equal ſucceſs to 


the lower, though not leſs uſeful arts of a good 
as well as we could, though God knows by what 


joyed i in India, might, ſome how or other, affect 
the independency of parliament here ; but you, in 


5 


« yancing with a dagger in one hand, and a va | 
„of poiſon in the other —Theſe, amongſt a $ 
- thouknd others, are ſuch towering flights, ach 
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verba ardentia, as would have charmed the ear of 


Athens, when eloquence 


n 
r 72 
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6 Wielded at will the few democracy, 
_ © Shook the arſenal, and fulmined over Greece 
% To Macedon and Artexerxes' throne.” 


If theſe are proofs of your excellence in * 


ſpeaker. We had endeavoured to make out 


ſort of argument, that places and emoluments en- 


the 


K. 9 , ) 


the true ſpirit: of oratory, leaving the facts to 


ſhife for themſelves, place at once the -whole 
emoluments of India, which you fix at 2000000 
A year, in the hands of the miniſter, and then 
thew him to us actually employed in bribing the 


' houſe of commons with the imoney.—* Will any 


man pretend to ſay, that it is poſſible to aſ- 


« ſemble five hundred perſons in a houſe of com- 5 


et mons, of fuch pure and immaculate virtue, 


< that two millions of money, judiciouſly deſſemi- 


© nated amongſt them and their friends, without 5 
e hurting their nice feelings, would not have a 


& ſure and certain effeA.” How much more to 


the purpoſe is this than ill-founded proofs, and 


arguments by which no body is convinced —Again, 


when you affert boldly, that © the interference of 
e the Lords was the effect of their own ſpirit and 
cc diſcernment,” how much better this is than 


allowing the fact to be otherwiſe, and going about 


B | perſon. 


LS 


3 joey their conduct on principles which no 
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perſon of common erte or feng can Fun, 
: admit. 


word. Thus, when you put us in mio that the 


e faulter of unaccounted millions,” you furniſh at 
once an excellent example of morality, and ſuch 
2 ſpecimen of your theology, as ſhews that you 
have not ſtudied your Old Teſtament in vain; 


* 


applied excluſively to thoſe who have abandoned 
true, honeſt, and honourable principles, cannot be 
' confounded with convert or prolelyte. 


you ingeniouſly contrive to give the moſt deli- 


- a 


/ | Dy 


It is tho Privilege. of great writers to be able 


to convey a volume in a ſhort ſentence or a angle 


ex · miniſter is * the ſon of the great public de- 


iS 


5 1 4 7 a 


and when, in reckoning up the different deſerip- 
tions of which the enemies to our cauſe are com- 
poſed, you included * renegade Jacobites,” what 
does not the fingle epithet renegade convey; for 
renegade being always uſed in a bad ſenſe, and 


Thus 


cate 


0 119 


cate te applauſe to the good old cauſe of f jacobiriſt, 
ſo much fallen into diſrepute of late, by a ſingle 
term of reproach to thoſe who have baſely for- 
; faken i it's excellent and ſalutary principles. After- 
wards, when you urge us to ſupport the king and 
eonftiemion, « againſt the moſt dangerous en- 
* croachments chat have ever been attempted ſince 
00 * the revolution,” we, who have feelings congenial 
to your own, underſtand the ſentence in its moſt 
obvious ſenſe, and agree with you, that the revo-. 
lution was a ſtill greater encroachment upon the 
king ang the conſtitution than that which has been 
juſt now ſo Providencially fruſtrated; but as the 
phraſe will alſo bear another meaning, and it is 
impoſſible to prove that you did not uſe the revo- 
Jution as a mere point of time without any 
alluſion to it as an event, you have reſerved the 
power of explaining your ſentiments one way for 
the really orthodox, and another for the weak 
brethren, whoſe faith is leſs maſculine and robuſt. 
This has ever been a favourite and uſeful expe- 


B2 bk dient 


\ 
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dent among divines, and voor attempt to intro- 
duce i it into politics deſerves much praiſe. 


— a&t, and which, though 
it may perhaps owe its origin to polemical di- 
| vinity, has been long in uſe in controverſies of 
al ſorts, is to cite only ſo much of the ſentence 

of your adverſary as makes for your purpoſe, and 
to leave out whatever leads to ſoften or explain i its 
obnoxious tendency. Thus, when you obſerve on 
Mr. Lee's expreſſion, ce that a charter is no- 
4 thing but a piece of parchment with a ſeal 
os dangling to it,” you very judiciouſly omit the 
reſt of the ſentence, © when compared with the > 
« happineſs of thirty millions of people,“ becauſe 
this rendered it totally unfit for your purpoſe; 
but then, to make. amends, you add a little flouriſh 


* 


of your own in praiſe of charters, much more 1n- 
point. Then when you chooſe to enliven your au- 
dience, and thew your talent for the wolle atque 
facetum, how ſportive and jocular is your definition 
| RSS ea of 


cn) 9 


a gallons! «A piece of wood with a man his £ 
F ling to it:” not but that, between ourſelves, a 
gallows is as much a gallows without a man hanging 


. it, as a pulpit is a 1 without a parſon i in it, 
17 — your alluſion to the reſemblance of che 
* times to the beginning of the reign of 
partes the Firſt is, I have no doubt, managed 7 
ccording to the beſt theological practice, yet L 
1 rather of opinion that it is ſafer for us not to 
| puch at all upon chis tickliſh ſubject ; for your 
Lanes to ** enter into the queſtion how far the 
| provocations and inju ries the people received. 
; © juſtified the proceedings of thoſe days,“ may be 
fFonſtrued into an opinion that you allow there 
q tre ſituations in which kings may be reliſted, a 
| Poſitton which 1 think we ought by no means 
9 8 allow to the * republican levellers of theſe 
1 F days.” 


In my frequent peruſals of your Speech, a chought 


has 


VN * 14 ) 


has ſometimes. ruck me with which I am rather . 


| alarmed. This i is, leſt the adverſary ſhould ppi 


ſome of the choice flowers of your e ks 


Vith little or no alterations, to their own uſe. Thu BH 


when you ſay # * Are we poor country-folks ful 


We fs, 


© fools that we cannot ſee if a three-legged oolſ 
21 is out of order, it is never the way to make nl a. 
| ec ſtand firmer by paring and. planing away rwol 5 
«OM « of its legs, and making the third as high or 0 r 
« big again as it ought to be“ may not thoſe 12 
who w-ant to make us believe that the royal 60 4 1 
is too large, and the leg of the commons too weak ; 


and ſmall, ſend back this very ſame wooden ſtool} | | 
t our heads? But however chis may be, non % 
we are. on the ſubject of thus tripod, I muit ob- N 
ſerve, rlfar I think it high time for this old faſhion-þ 
ed vulgar piece of furniture to be laid aſide. 
It has long been a moſt unſafe ſort of a ſeat, and} 4 

d whether it received an irreparable injury when 
Lord Bute firſt pulled it from under Lord 


; Chatham, | or whetker. it E really rotten and worn 
out, 


( i) 
Put, 1 know not; but hobedy 10 ventured to ſit 


then 


phil Bon upon it ſince, whoſe poſteriors have not i g 
ce Preſentiy come to the ground. George Grenville; 
ol 9 ord Rockingham, the Duke of Grafton, &c. 
uch Nec. were all laid ſprawling, when, after leaning 
bool | Loainſt the throne, and trying to relieve themſelves __ 
c in by every change of poſition, they from mere fatigue . 


; were induced to ſit down upon ir.—Lord: N orth 
2 | being kept on his legs by the American war, 
9 and poſſeſſing the faculty of taking that kind of 


leg 4 | repoſe which the F rench call dormir debout, did 
* not make any trial of it.—The laſt miniſter 


thought he had ſpliced up the weak and broken 
3 | leg fo well, that he ventured to reſt his whole 
8 perſon upon it, but on a flight kick from a great 
; | perſon who loves a practical joke, down came 


the ſtool once more; and as. this miniſter had an 


uncommonly broad bottom, and was of great 
weight, and had aid nothing to catch at to 
eaſe his fall, he fell with ſo much force that the 
| ſtool ſeems to be rendered abſolutely unfit for : 
furure : 


6 0 v 


3 future uſe. The remnants of 3 it hould by al meal | 
be laid up in the royal cabinet of Britiſh anciquirc 
; and the miniſter for the future may ſit either on 


* £ 

1 Fs 

Wool. * or on ihe loweſt 1 of the tbrone. 
| | - 8 


* 


$ 
4 * 
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But to return to your Speech That you maj 


ſee at once what 1 mean, caſt F eye over ch 
following columns. 


« If it is ſound con- If it is ſound and con. 7 4 
< ſtitutional doctrine to ſtitutional doctrine to ad- 


< advance, that none but vance, that the mhniſtr|j : 


Ke 32 


te the miniſter who has who has not the confi- | 4 
the confidence of the dence of the Houſe of 
ce Houſe of Commons Gettin, is fit to be , 
is fir to be miniſter, miniſter, the Commons | 
6“ the King's prerogative power of control i vir- | 
5 of appointment is vir" tually taken away, and 
< tually taken away, and it is in effect placing 


4 


meay 6] P R 0. 


vice ee it is in effect placing 


r on te the whole weight of 


=, 1 n 
3 by authority i in one of the 
40 three eſtates of the 


* realm. 


1 © 2 

4 majorit means 
1 3 

D's + g 
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« influence of promiſed 
S peerages and promiſed 
of WF „ places; he, I ſay, Sir, 

vill become miniſter 
*« plenipotentiary and 
« perpetual, till it ſhall 


do deliver the nation 


= © from him.” 
| 6 Thou 


17 EP” 


The would-be mi- 


ge 30 . ; > 
1 5 | | 
„ niſter, who can procure 
2 8 


* pleaſe the Almighty 


0 


CON. 
the whole weight . of 
authority in one of the 
three eſtates of the realm. 


The would-be mini- 
niſter, who can procure 


1 a majority by means af 


« and a certain ſecret 


rotten borou ghs, and a 
certain SECRET INFLY- 


ENCE Of PROMISED PEER- 


acxzand PROMISED PLA- 
CES; be, 1 fay, Sir, will 
become miniſter pleni- 
potentiary and perpe- 


tual, till it ſhall pleaſe 


the Almighty to deliver 
this nation from him, 


Thou 
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1 Thou bearer of the 


e name of king, acknow- 


es ledge that you have 


* done wrong in appoint- 
* ing any miniſter but 


ce my ſelf, or him whom 


1 ſhall nominate z re- 
© ſign your crown, your 
"es; rights, your preroga- 
"#7 tives, implicitly to me; 
«T only am wiſe, I only 
* am able, 1 'only am 


40 the truly good, the vir- 


6 tions friend of the 


Co conſtitution. 


\ 


os Fomming, . the 


« moſt truly difintereſt- 
ed, themoſtdeliberate, 


and 
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privileges, implicicly to 9 


am only able, I am only ; 


truly good, the virtuous 


friend of the conſtitu- 


? « 
Ar 


tion. 


Forming, Sir, the moſt 


truly dilintereſted, the 


moſt g. deliberate, Ind beſt 


judgment 


in not copportiog any | 
miniſter whom 1 ſhall ly” 
nominate ; 5 reſign your 3 


power, your rights, „your 


me ; I am only wiſe, I 


43% 
N 
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1 
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. * 
me Cc « and beſt awe: my 


tt poor abilities will per- 
ee mit on the preſent 


« yiew of public affairs, 


6 Tam firmly perſuaded, 
| « that the plain queſtion, 
; < frrippedofall itsguiſes, 
and reduced to ſample 
Po: truth, which agitates 
and threatens to tear 

* this whole kingdom, is, 
„whether an individual 
; «hall Talk himſelf into 
«the poſſeſſion. of an « 


« unlimited, unconſtitu- 


* tional power, through 


$6 the medium of the 


e houſe of commons, or 


<« whether the three e- 
E ſtates of the realm ſhall 
de 


9 


| S ON. 
judgment my poor abili- 
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ties will permit on the 


| preſent view of oublic 


affairs, I am firmly per- 


ſuaded, that the plain 
queſtion, ſtripped of all 
its guiſes, and reduced 
to ſimple truth, which 


agitates and threatens to 


tear this whole kingdom, 
is, whether an individual 
ſhall talk himſelf into the 


poſſeſſion of an unlimit- 


ed, unconſtitutional pow- 


er, through the medium 


of the ſecret influence of 


the crown, or whether 


the three eſtates of the 


realm ſhall be ſupported 


in cheir diſtinet. juſt, legal, 


con- 
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40 ſtitutional, undoubt- without uſurpation on 


7 


40 ed, undeniable rights, each 8 
ec without uſurpation on {© A 
et each other * RES. 425 7 


Here, Sir Thomas, I Ne 


take my leave of you, with a fincere wiſh that | 
your labours in the only profitable vineyard of the 
Lord may meet with the reward they fo eminently || 


deſerve; Till we had ſeen your Speech, notwith- 


"Rong the known loyalty of Staffordſhire, and 
the immenſe debt that county owes to the firm- | 
© neſs and wiſdom of our moſt gracious ſovereign,” | 
we were rather at a loſs to account for the force of 
_ their addreſs; but when we are informed that i it ' 
was prepared by you, our wonder gives way to | 


grateful admiration, . 


5 Adieu once more, my dear Sir. May the palace- 
gates of Eccleſhall, or Cheſter, foon lift up their 


heads to receive you ! #2 „ 
L FINIS. 


be ſupported in their conſtitutional, undoube: 
00 diſtinet Juſt, legal, con- ed, . undeniable rights, 


